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ARBITRATION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN 
AND THE UNITED STATES 


I was asked to open these exercises with prayer, but 
I thought that a formal invocation was unnecessary on 
the present occasion, for every discourse uttered 
to-day will be a prayer in the sacred cause of peace. 

I presume that the principal object of this dis- 
tinguished assemblage is to advocate closer and more 
amicable relations between England and this country. 
I am persuaded that the signing of a treaty of arbitra- 
tion between Great Britain and the United States 
would not only be a source of incalculable blessings to 
these two great powers, but would go far towards the 
maintenance of permanent international peace through- 
the civilized world. 

Both of these great nations have many things in 
common. We speak the same noble tongue and the 
English language is more universally used to-day than 
any other language on the face of the earth. The 
classic writers of England from Chaucer to Newman 
are also ours, and the classic authors of America are 
also claimed by Great Britain. The literature of both 
countries is a common heritage to both nations. 

We also live under practically the same form of 
government. The Head of one nation is a King, the 
Head of the other nation is a President. England is 
governed by a Constitutional Monarchy, the United 
States is ruled by a Constitutional Republic. And I 
believe that both of these Nations have been more 
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successful in adjusting and reconciling legit.mate 
y _ authority with personal liberty than any other country 
of the world. 

England is Mistress of the Ocean. Her ships ply 
through every sea on our globe. Her flag floats over 
every harbor of the world. Her empire embraces a 
territory comprising ten millions of square miles, or 
about one-fifth of the whole globe. Great was the 
Roman Empire in the days of imperial splendor. It 
extended into Europe as far as the River Danube, into 
Asia as far as the Tigris and Euphrates, and into 
Africa as far as Mauritania. And yet the Roman 
Empire was scarcely one-sixth of the extent of the 
British Empire of to-day. Daniel Webster, in aspeech 
delivered in the American Senate some seventy years 
ago, thus describes the extent of the British posses- 
sions: ‘‘A power,’ he says, ‘‘ which has dotted the 
surface of the whole globe with her possessions and 
military posts, whose morning drum-beat, following 
the sun, and keeping company with the hours, circles 
the earth with one continuous and unbroken strain of 
the martial airs of England.” 

The United States rules nearly one hundred 
millions of happy and contented people. Our govern- 
ment exercises a dominant and salutary influence over 
the American Continent. Our influence is not to 
destroy but to save, not to dismember but to preserve 
the peace and autonomy of our Sister Republics. 

If England and America were to enter into an alli- 
ance of permanent arbitration with each other, such a 
bond of friendship and amity would be a blessing not 
only to these two great Powers, but to all the nations 
of the civilized world. 



































When the waters receded from the earth after the 
Deluge, Almighty God made a solemn covenant with 
Noah and his posterity, that the earth would never 
again be destroyed by water, and as a sign of this 
covenant, He placed a bow in the heavens. Let 
Britannia and Columbia join hands across the Atlantic, 
and their outstretched arms will form a sacred arch 
of peace, a rainbow of hope, which will excite the 
admiration of the Nations and will proclaim to the 
world that, with God’s help, the earth shall never more 
be deluged with blood shed in fratricidal war. 

The time seems to be most auspicious for the con- 
summation of this alliance. It meets with the approval 
of the President of the United States, who honors this 
meeting by his presence. I earnestly hope it will have 
the sanction of Congress now in session. It meets 
with the approval of Sir Edward Grey, English Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. It has the cordial sympathy of 
the distinguished gentlemen assembled here today, 
the President of the United States, Mr. Andrew Car- 
negie and many others too numerous to mention, and 
I pray that these gentlemen may receive the title 
promised by the Prince of Peace to all who walk in 
His footsteps: ‘‘ Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called the children of God.” 





For the information of those who are not familiar with the work 
of the Association for International Conciliation, a list of its publi- 
cations may be had on application to the Secretary, Sub-station 84, 
New York City. 
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